Being missional and a citizen?y cary waier

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: The 2008 presidential campaign has prompted some discussion regarding the role of Chris-
Missional and a Citizen, 1 tians in the political arena. Raising the conversation to a higher level is the sense of moral
drift in society. There now seems to be a consensus and heightened awareness and concern
Book Preview: Headand 1 among Christians of all denominations and sects. But this awareness leads to involvement, or
Heart, & Deer Hunting to seclusion. On one side are those who advocate that Christians step up, run for public office,
with Jesus and seek to change laws in order to legislate morality. On the other side are those advocating

that Christians simply pull out of society as much as possible: educate children at home, con-
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trol sources of entertainment, and boycott industries that are “evil.” These two camps raise
an even bigger conundrum, related to the role of the clergy and the church. What is the
church to do? What can the church legally do? How does the church make her voice heard?

And, what can the individual Christian do outside of the Church?

A missionally naked violin

Church Innovations 3
Spring Conference
A consistent reality throughout history has been that societies break down, decay, and

Deepshift Follow Up 4 eventually disappear. Examples of this would be the ancient empires of Egypt, Babylon, Persia,

Greece, and Rome. This decline is usually attributed to self-centered, individualistic, hedonis-

. . tic, moral attitudes. When a society loses a positive moral compass it hastens to decay. The
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tragedy of many of these empires was that people of good conscience and sincere faith either
had a minimal voice or they failed to make their voices heard. This is devastating whatever the
decade or century. The consequences of the broken compass abound: divorce rates, epidem-

ics in drug and alcohol abuse, lax sexual mores, and the devaluing of human life; corruption

the mission place within government itself and the increasingly hostile attitude of the state toward the Church.

In response of all of these negative forces, throughout history the church has taken usually
a nonprofit

e Working with mainline, emergent,

one or the other of the two paths mentioned above: legislation or seclusion. | advocate a

) third way from the two mentioned. The greatest impact that Christians can make is at the
and independent churches to

educate and encourage church grass roots level. It is here they have their greatest influence as they seek to help individuals,
leaders, and to train Commis- (Continued on page 2)
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families, and communities transform their moral values and life priorities to become followers
of Jesus Christ.
In Nampa, Idaho, the organization Healthy Families Nampa, was established to make a differ-

ence at the grass roots. This past weekend they sponsored an event, “Laugh Your Way to a
Healthy Marriage.” Over 1200 people attended the event and from the smiles on faces and the
positive remarks, it was obvious that many marriages were helped. It is through organizations
and events such as this that Christians can make a tremendous impact on society and generally

affect culture.

There is a place for Christians to be directly involved in the political process. It is poor citizen-

ship and poor Christian stewardship to fail to fulfill this civic duty. Christians must vote, and

some should seek public office. This is not in an attempt to legislate morality, but to make a

personal difference. It puts Christians in a place of influence where they can hopefully speak

” o u

“grace”,

peace”, and “love” into an arena that desperately needs all three.

Christians have a tremendous opportunity to make a difference in the world. It has never

been a successful long-term solution to impose religious rules on a particular society. However,

Continued page 3

(Re)thinking - urban life, by craig morton

Missionally naked violins and freebies...

Today, | was listening to
NPR’s Morning Edition . Rob
Gifford interviewed Tasmin
Little, a violinist in Great Brit-
ain, who from the age of 7
has been a classical virtuoso.

Ms. Little is giving her latest
recording away over the
Internet. Not an uncommon
approach for the Indie rock
and singer/songwriter crowd.
Ms Little, though wasn’t look-
ing for exposure and advertis-
ing. The way she puts it, “its
about removing barri-
ers...making something avail-
able...opening doors for free
so people can be introduced
to a whole new world.”

But Ms Little doesn’t want
to just give her music away.
Instead she leaves the lis-
tener with three challenges
to help her to get the music
out of the “high brow
ghetto”. First, listen to the

spoken introduction and
download the CD. Sec-
ond, get to know the
pieces and then write to
Ms Little and tell her
what you like (or don’t
like) about each piece.
And the third challenge
has two parts, goto a
concert and/or buy a
classical CD, or write and
tell her what barriers still
remain to prevent you
from wanting to do ei-
ther.

Ms Little’s “missionary
zeal” is taking her to the
places where people gen-
erally don’t listen to clas-
sical music: women’s
prisons, shopping malls,
oil rigs, and lots of
schools. She’s trying to
start a musical revolution
with only one “naked
violin.”
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What :‘ ’(’
caught \‘“
my at-
tention was the hospitality
of being welcomed into a
new world. Being encour-
aged to try something for
free, to respond critically,
and to express remaining
barriers. It would seem
many churches could learn
similar ways of getting the
gospel out of a spiritual
ghetto and into a dialog with
real actual people. Then to
go to the places where one
would be surprised to be
welcomed.

The Naked Violin,
http://

www.tasminlittle.org.uk/
free cd/index.html
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Wills breaks down his study
of the history of Christian
faith in America into three
major themes.: pre-
Enlightenment faith, Enlight-
enment faith, and post-
Enlightenment faith. Begin-
ning with the Puritan arrival
came an intellectual but
OEUDBDDOOAOT AODC
that led to burning of
witches, hanging of heretics,
and the creation of two of
the finest schools in history,
Harvard and Yale. In this
OPA@AIT ECEOAT I £
anity, Wills locates the emer-
gence of contemporary
views on individualism and
personal piety. While pre-
enlightened, these traits
have embedded themselves
in the American psyche.
Within the Puritans, existed
a struggle between head
and heart which remains
with Americans in a unique
ways still.

Next, Wills investigates

Enlightenment faith in two
parts, Enlightened religion
and also the Romantic era.
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Book preview, continued

These develop poles which sway be-
tween head and heart with the Deistic
founders of the nation, and the later
emerging Transcendentalists, espe-
cially Emerson and Thoreau. Again,
these two philosophies, emerging
within Christendom, formed ways of
being Christian and American. Building
on the heritage of the past, these two
philosophies form democracy and pri-
macy of the individual. Jeffersonian
democracy and the emergence of abo-
litionists; official disestablishment of
religion and Second Great Awakening
exist in a dialectical relationship. Fea-
tures which continue to come into the
Evangelical and mainstream denomina-
tional conversation.

(WWJH) What Would Jesus Hunt?

The other book that keeps distracting
me carries on the discussion of the cul-
ture wars, Deer Hunting with Jesus. Joe
Bageant, through anecdote and statis-
tics, makes the case that a docile, con-
servative faith has lulled many people
into the lowest rungs of the societal
ladder.

Returning to his hometown of Winches-

ter, Virginia after 3 decades among the

journalistic elite, Bageant finds people

patriotic and absorbed by a belief in

i AOEAAT

the same time dying under the effects

of poverty, poor educational systems,

inadequate healthcare, and low wage

jobs. These working poor find meaning

in evenings at the bar, hunting, and re-

ligion. Most of the social activities sim-
ply keep them numb to the degradation

pel movement interact with faith- around them. Even much of their reli-

AAOAA ET EOEAOE O A O gious faith works to justify the lowly &
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on that one?).

Finally, Wills looks at post-
Enlightenment versions of American
Christianity in which culture wars, sec-
ond coming theologies, the social gos-

Continued page 5
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Spring Conference

Missional Church: Emerging Networks, Practical
Resources

April 17-19, 2008 at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN

Innovations Institute:

Church Innovations, will present its 2008 Spring Conference
around the theme: Missional Church: Emerging Networks,
Practical ResourcesFeaturing practical ways to move for-
ward in the missional transformation. Keynote speakers
include: Tony Jones, national coordinator for Emergent Vil-
lage; Mike Reagle of MissionInsite; and Patrick Keifert of
Church Innovations and Luther Seminary.

Church
Innovations

At Church Innovations (http://churchinnovations.org) we are called to innovate your
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over a 3-5 year period, will increase its capacity for listening, risk taking, focusing, learning
and growing.

For information, contact: Craig Morton (craig@themissionplace.org) or Gary Waller

(gary@themissionplace.org).
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changed lives can raise the moral tem-
perature of a culture. This does not mean
that the Christian voice should not be a
public one. Below are some guidelines
related to what legally a church can do.
What does the federal law allow
churches to do?

Most churches are recognized by the IRS
as non-profit, tax-exempt religious or-
ganizations. Within the guidelines for 501
(c)3 organizations, it is legal for churches
to engage in the following activities:

1. Voter registration and education. A

OAGAADOETT A ichgrgm ImQy@nga’g(eEm%l]sﬁ%nd AO

money for non-partisan voter regis-
tration and voter education activi-
ties, so long as those activities are
not intended to benefit any particu-
lar candidate or political party.

2. Conduct public candidate forums. A

i c4):hurch may hold public political fo-

A E Aupgfor the purpose of discussing

election issues, debating political or
social matters, or hearing several

Continued page 4
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The Mission Place is produced by The
Institute for Missional Directions, Nampa
Idaho, as an informational newsletter.

The Institute for Missional Directions is
organized under the Nonprofit Corporation
Act, Chapter 3, Title 30, Idaho Code to
assist individuals and communities of faith
into missional transformation by:

e Creating networks for missional de-
velopment

e Providing ongoing education and
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menical framework for students seek-
ing to fulfill educational requirement
for lay ministry;

e  Empowering individual and corporate
discernment
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candidates present their views, so
long as all viable candidates for that
office are invited.

3. Introduce candidates at services. The
candidate may only be introduced,
or invited to deliver a message, lead
in prayer, or read Scripture. The can-
didate may not ask for support or
funds to be used in his campaign.

4. Circulate petitions and lobby. A church
may spend up to twenty percent of
its time and annual budget circulat-
ing petitions and engaging in other
legislative activities, such as lobby-
ing. Such steps are intended to influ-
ence the outcome of legislation.

On the other hand, what does federal
law prohibit churches from doing?

Briefly, federal law prohibits 501(c)3
organizations from engaging in activities

designed to specifically influence the
outcome of elections. Churches and
other 501 (c) 3 organizations cannot
establish a political action committees;
contribute to political parties or candi-
dates; nor, endorse candidates.

Nothing, however, prohibits indi-
viduals in the church (including the
pastor) from participation in any of
these activities. Our primary responsi-
bility as Christians is to change our
world through discipling and personal
life change. However, in the midst of
all of that, Christians should let their
voices be heard by contributing posi-
tively to the ongoing health of the po-
litical system, through prayer, positive
input with candidates and officials, and
support of individuals who carry the
values of Jesus into this arena.

Pentecost Prayer Journey
Saturday, May 31,2008
8am? Noon

Nampa First Presbyterian Church

BRIAN'D. MCLAREN

Gary Waller and Craig Morton of The Institute for Missional &
Directions have been a part of this deep and shifting conver- ’
sation for quite some time, along with NNU. Gary and Craig

will moderate the conversation, NNU Religion faculty, Mark
Maddux and Jay Ackerman.

o looking for others with whom to discuss these deepshifts?

e did John Wesley and Brian McLaren leave you with questions?

t he

From12-2pm wedl |

be host.i

ng

conversat.i

Center, near the cafeteria. You may get your lunch at the cafeteria ($6.50) then bring it

over to join the conversation.

Join this, and other conversations at http://themissionplace.orq by following links to:

themissionplace blog and missiontalk forum
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of the people. Bageant is really writing to the people who are suffering, as well as the rest of us. For those of us who are as-
cendant in the culture war (i.e., well-fed, with a good education, and adequate health care) might be offended at the harsh
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much to lament, the working-class poor are portrayed with care and affection.

x1 Ol A EI

xEEAE Alisd OT E

As we think about the meaning of being people of faith in an election year, we have the opportunity to reflect on the whole
scope of religious and political influences. Although, on the surface, these two book are quite dissimilar, they both reveal the
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pathos, we all have pockets of Winchester in our communities.
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Leading a Church Board Meeting
or Moderating a Session

Tuesdays, March 4, 11, and 18 2008

7pm—9pm, at the Presbytery Center

201 W Ustick Road, Meridian

Instructors: Bruce Swanson, Craig Morton, Gary Waller

Semingary From several perspectives:
Without Walls
Presbyterian Independent/Congregational Wesleyan
Anabaptist/Baptist Episcopalian

The history of the development of the polity of those particular denomina-
tions will be presented plus case studies will be handled in each tradition.

Enroliment is simple
Email Bruce Swanson at: balaams@xmt3.net , or call 208-466-706175.

Costs:

Classes are: $25 for CLP students and those seeking ministerial licensure. $75
for everyone else and those seeking continuing education units. Discounts
are available for multiple students coming from the same church or organiza-
tion.

Seminary Without Walls  serves the church by training lay people for stronger and more in
depth leadership roles in the church through academic, practical, and spiritual development. The
Seminary Without Walls serves the mission of the church and not a particular denomination,
these courses are taught from the perspective of the historic creeds of the church.

I 2YY

URESOSr &S forGuiteK
reflection

on Faith and Politics:

Evangelicals for Social Action
“A network of Christians seeking to

transform church and society in
faithfulness to Jesus Christ”

Word and Deed Network
“Connecting churches to make a

difference”

Bread for the World
“Use your gift of citizenship to bring

justice to hungry and poor people”

Sojourners
“Faith. Politics, Culture”

Let’s Tend the Garden
“rediscovering the church's respon-

sibility to environmental steward-
ship”

Christian Peacemaker Teams

“to confront injustice,..to bring the
redemptive love of God to violent
situations... ‘
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