INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Looking for a Civil Relig- 1
ion

Book Review: The lsaiah 1
Vision

(Re)thinking - urban life: 2

No Farms, No Food

Partnership for a Mis- 3
sional Church

Seminar with Brian 4
McLaren

Seminary Without Walls 5

the mission place

a non-profit
e Working with mainline, emergent,
and independent churches to edu-
cate and encourage church leaders,
and to train Commissioned Lay
Pastors.

e Associate relationships
e Center for Anabaptist Leadership

e Church Innovations Institute

e Serving as aresource to denomina-
tional judicatories, conferences and
synods.

e Linking missional leaders across the
church by creating an ongoing dia-
logue and developing shared mission
through The Mission Place

http://themissionplace.org/

Looking for a Civil Religion:

by Craig Morton

An acquaintance was describing the growth of churches in a neighborhood of Chicago.
These old churches had gone through the decline characteristic of many “Old First’s”. As
these churches looked out beyond their own difficulties and into their neighborhood’s they
discovered inner city decay, struggling families and a variety of social ills. But they also dis-
covered a number of aging “Old First” churches in similar straights. Together they formed
a neighborhood coalition to serve their community. One of the unanticipated results was
the growth in attendance in these coalition churches. The reason new attenders gave was
the determination of unity for the sake of the neighborhood. Unity in service to the com-
munity testified to “something real” going on. Did these churches all become the same
tradition? Did they pretend there weren’t any differences? Of course not. But they did find
ways to appreciate the strengths of others and not just tolerate the differences.

“Civil religion” is a sociological term to describe the manner of religion practiced and em-
bedded in the heart, mind, and imagination of a people. Civil religion is also a descriptive
term in the sense of cultural anthropology, i.e. it’s not about the content of faith (divinity,
soul, life after death, etc), but about common values and embedded imagination. In the
United States, civil religion has largely been shaped by Judeo-Christian heritage. Civil relig-
ion is not really “spiritual” but is used as aritual to give a kind of historical location to a
people and their values. Civil religion at its worst has been the “opiate” famously alluded
to by Marx in his critique of how power seeks to manipulate masses by claiming religious
approval for the actions of the state; such as the role of women, justification of slavery and
the notion of manifest destiny. As a result, many uncivil things were carried out in the
name of God, under the idea of a civil religion.

However, it may be time for a new civil religion. While some of the gravest acts of incivil-

(Continued on page 2)
The Isaiah Vision, by Raymond Fung, A Book Review by
WCC Publications 1993 Gary Waller

My friends, George Huns-
berger of Western Seminary
and the Gospel and Culture
Network and Inagrace Diet-
terich from the Institute for
Parish Development, recom-
mended that | pick up the
little book, The Isaiah Vision
by Raymond Fung. This
book is a quick read but a

long study. The idea of the
Isaiah Vision is to communi-
cate the following: “The God
we believe in is One who pro-
tects the children, empowers
the elderly, and walks with
working men and women.”
These three aspects of the
“Isaiah Vision” (Isaiah 65:20-
23): (1) no children die young;

(2) the aged are treated with
dignity; (3) those who work
are treated with dignity and
receive a fair return for their
labor, are the work of God
for the community of faith.
This simple formula
(although Fung wouldn’t like
the fact that | named it such)
forms the basis for what
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ity have been carried out in the name of religion, faithful people continue to practice

forms of civility in which humility, service, compassion, and justice are the norm. Yet

many are not convinced. Arthur Schlesinger, in "The Cycles of American History," wrote

that "the great religious ages were notable for their indifference to human rights in the

contemporary sense - not only for their acquiescence in poverty, inequality and oppres-

sion, but for their enthusiastic justification of slavery, persecution, torture and genocide."

In a world of shock radio and with Howard Stern and Don Imus, certain religionists have

gone to the dark side just to get a hearing, One of the most popular in this country said in

regards to Hugo Chavez, the former president of Venezuela, "You know, | don't know

about this doctrine of assassination, but if he thinks we're trying to assassinate him, | think

that we really ought to go ahead and do it. It's a whole lot cheaper than starting a war ...

We have the ability to take him out, and | think the time has come that we exercise that

(Re)thlnklng - Urban Ilfe, byCraig Morton

Recently, I was cleaning around
the house and found a folder from
a meeting | had attended a few
years back. | found one of my fa-
vorite bumper stickers that was in
the folder. “No Farms, No Food,”
it announces.

Living in Idaho, we have the wit-
ness the creeping of urban sprawl
taking over crop land, dairy farms,
wetlands, and pasture land. Per-
haps communities in the eastern
parts of North America have be-
come numb to this process. Per-
haps also, the seemingly endless
expanse of the West makes it
seem as if there is no need for lim-
its. Idaho, though is not alone.
Nevada, Washington, and Idaho
remain three of the fastest grow-
ing states in the US. But other
communities need to consider the
issues of growth as well.

Later this month, the University
of Idaho will be hosting their an-
nual Potato Conference, keynote
speaker Jay Lehr who notes, “We
have 6.3 billion people on the
planet and a third of them are un-
dernourished. Within 50 years,
we’ll need to double our food sup-
ply—and we are the best farmers,
we have the best land and we have
the best technology.” Interest-
ingly, Lehr notes that it is not pota-
toes that we need to be concerned
most about saying, “the number
one crop on our farms isn’t pota-
toes, its kids.” With not only kids,
but entire families leaving rural
areas, the inverse pressure comes

to the various urban areas. In
other words, farmers leave
the farms to come to the cit-
ies which expand, paving over
the neighboring farms.

Often the issues of rural and
urban living don’t make it on
the radar of most church con-
versations. We talk about the
worship, about youth minis-
tries, about social action and
evangelism. Churches may
voice concern over large is-
sues regarding marriage, the
fate of unborn children, racial
equality, and many other
meaningful causes. But often
overlooked are the sidewalks
and streets on which these
churches and parishioners live
and travel.

As the face of our cities
change, the unglamorous
issues of development, zon-
ing, and public transportation.
Often the poorer members of
communities cannot travel to
the areas of economic and
educational opportunities for
lack of affordable and de-
pendable transportation.
Development and zoning cre-
ate communities that assume
auto travel instead of walking,
public transit, or bikes, which
again limit opportunity. Ina
report from MSNBC (http://
www.msnbc.msn.com/

id/13362927/

) our cities have been laid out

toour
detri- . .‘
ment:

namely, ‘J ”’
“our

cities \‘“

are making us fat.” Both devel-
opment and zoning, and trans-
portation, if left unchanged, cre-
ate cities that sprawl and over-
take farms and food production.
Logic simply says this cannot con-
tinue. But mercy says that there’s
are human beings whose welfare
is being negatively affected by
our disinterest.

Other sources for this kind of
discussion at universities and
community based groups. The
ongoing missional development
for our churches might listen in
on these conversations to begin
discerning the movement of God
in our communities. God is not
limited by the topics we come up
with to discuss and debate. God
does show up, initiating new con-
versations at school boards, city
council meetings, zoning commis-
sions and community action cau-
cuses.

For further reading:
On urban/rural interface:

http://www.oregon.gov/LCD/
urbanrural.shtml

On city planning:

http://www.idahosmartgrowth.org/
publications/codereform.htm

Fung challenges local con-
gregations to do as they
participate in the reign of
God. The purpose of these
goals is not in order to evan-
gelize, but rather, in order to
be faithful to the call of God.

Fung, in moving away from
traditional forms of evangel-
ism: “crusades and rallies,
specialized events and train-
ing programs to facilitate
the spread of the good
news,” calls the church into
relationship with itself and
its neighbors “day in, day
out, year in, year out.” The
“Isaiah Vision” is a call to
action. There are two action
pillars, worship and disciple-
ship, which make up the
“Isaiah Vision’s” evangelistic
strategy for the local congre-
gation.

Invitation to Worship
Worship is not about evan-
gelism, it is about commu-
nity and communion. Com-
munity and fellowship with
one another and commun-
ion with God—*it is our way
to God and our celebration
of the love of God.” There-

Continued on pg 3
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The Isaiah Vision, continued

fore worship is not about attracting
others (seeker sensitive) but rather it is
about the community of faith living
authentically with one another. “The
key to authentic worship is the pres-
ence of authentic worshippers.” In-
volvement in the Isaiah Vision deepens
our hunger for God, and deepens our
desire for God’s intervention in our
lives and the lives of others.
“Whatever the circumstances, the
most important goal remains a wor-
ship which embraces the daily involve-
ment of the Christians, deals with it in
the light of God’s power and love, and
communicates God’s blessing and
honor to all those involved.”

Invitation to Discipleship

As one lives their life among other indi-
viduals the hope is that they communi-
cate their love and joy at participating
in the vision of God. This vision may
result in a variety of invitations or calls
for others to enter into a walk with
Christ. This would be an invitation to
discipleship. This invitation to disciple-

ship contains the following:

an invitation to friendship with Je-
sus

an invitation to community, a com-
munity of those who follow
Jesus

an invitation to repentance, to a
new direction, a turning away
from old ways.

an invitation to assume responsibil-
ity for life and the call to be a
blessing to others.

an invitation as an ordinary person
to extraordinary things for
God.

The purpose of discipleship is not apolo-
getic. Our task is not to convince any-
one of anything. The job of the Chris-
tian is simply to show that he/she be-
lieves.

The involvement of the Church in the
Isaiah Agenda means primarily the in-

volvement of its Continued page s
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L o is produced by The
(_ Institute for Mis-
- sional Directions,
Nampa Idaho, as
% aninformational
newsletter. The
Institute for Mis-
sional Directions is organized under the
Nonprofit Corporation Act, Chapter 3, Title
30, Idaho Code to assist individuals and
communities of faith into missional transfor-
mation by:

e  Creating networks for missional devel-
opment through shared practices;

e Providing ongoing education and lead-
ership development in an ecumenical
framework for students seeking to fulfill
educational requirement for lay ministry;

e  Offering classes or seminars for con-
tinuing religious education;

e  Empowering individual and corporate
discernment and transformation though
assessments, skill building, and inner
healing; and

e  Contributing to the activities of those
organizations whose purposes are in
harmony with the purposes of this or-
ganization, as funds become available

Church Innovations Institute:

Partnership for a Missional Church

Imagine, a cluster of congregations covenanting together on a journey, to move from maintenance to mission, so

their lives internally and the people they serve bear witness to Jesus and the Kingdom of God. Imagine, your con-

gregation on this journey of spiritual discernment, discovering new partners in your local church, your community,

your judicatory, with Church Innovations and most importantly with God.

At Church Innovations (http://churchinnovations.org) we are called to inno-

vate your church’s capacities for mission. In the Partnership for Missional

Church, your local church, over a 3-5 year period, will increase its capacity for

listening, risk taking, focusing, learning and growing.

For information, contact:

Craig Morton (craig@themissionplace.org)

Gary Waller (gary@themissionplace.org)

Church
Innovations
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Page 4
ability. Peebles, “whispering, loud talking, way to speak of great civic and moral issues
In 1998, Stephen Carter wrote a won- immoderate laughing, and singing is to disparage those of differing opinions.
derful meditation on the lost art of civil- should not be indulged by any passen-  One of the missional opportunities will be
ity. In Civility: Manners, Morals, and the  ger,” and it was noted that the redefinition of “civil religion.” Con-
Etiquette of Democracy (Basic Books, “conductors were soon cracking trasted from mere tolerance, civility can be
1998). Beginning with the emergence  down on passengers who indulged brave enough to listen to multiple perspec-
of railroad travel, Carter describes personal preferences at the expense tives and acknowledge the differences. Tol-
strangers’ need to find ways of living of other passengers.” erance doesn’t encourage anyone to move
with each other for long periods in small  Recalling Rousseau’s quip that “itis into dialog and be challenged. But civility
places. Carter quotes Isaac Peebles’ hard to live with civility with people ~ requires us to move into liminal spaces in
book Politeness on Railroads (1900, you think are damned,” Carter gets us which self-assurance and judgment divert us
Barbee & Smith Pub), detailing accept-  to the point of our incivility. When from hearing what God is up to.
able behavior in a rail car. People listening ends, and condemnatory If the missional imperative is to discern the
needed to develop a way for not get- judgment of the other begins, civility ~mission of God, and to join in God’ good pur-
ting on each other’s nerves. Withear-  is gone. poses, then listening to other voices will
buds from our iPods , the isolation of As this year begins, the left and right bring us closer to God’s missional action. A

our cars, and the virtual anonymity of  axtremes of Western religion may try civil religion might begin to counter the fla-
the Internet, we’ve forgotten how tobe to control the conversation. Inthe  grant and boisterous comments of tele-
civil. We may live in an Internet culture, ynited States, the conversation may ~ evangelists and politicians. A civil religion
but we’ve witnessed the end of civiliza- pecome more extreme as we gearup might be just the thing for a people seeking
tion. to a presidential election. It can be meaning, people from whom religious con-

Perhaps we should hear again the very easy to become caught up in versations would be the last place to listen.
basic guidelines for good behavior from  divisive conversation, as if the only
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February 7-9, 2008

Northwest Nazarene University, Nampa, Ildaho
Holiness: Reoriented for a Changing World

Massive changes are taking place in the world. Globalism, environmental degradation, poverty and

war. The big picture issues have come into stark relief in recent years. As the church, we have oppor-
tunities to find a safe place to hide, or we can enter into these issues seeking to understand how God is
involved and join the invitation to come along.

I n Brian MclLlL ar Evergthing MusttChasige, Melarerkchallenges us to question the big
stories that we have framed our |ives. But JeMd
transforming ...story invited people to change the world by disbelieving old framing stories and believ-
ing a new one: a story about a loving God who, like a benevolent king, calls all people to live life in a
new way, the way of | ove. o This conviction |

e What does it mean to follow Jesus in this world these days?
e What doe s is mean to be a faith community engaged in the holistic mission of God?
e How do we respond faithfully to the crises facing our world?

e What is our duty to God, ourselves, our families, our neighbors, our enemies, and our planet in
|l ight of Jesusé radical message of the kingddcua

e How can we engage in personal formation and theological reformulation for global transformation?

Registration is through Northwest Nazarene University. To register, and for more information, go to: www.nnu.edu/wesley2008 From
this link you can register, or contact NNU for more information.

Come along for a time of challenging input, energizing fellowship, and timely learning.
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members - from where they are: in their homes, in their village or neighborhood, in the market place, in
schools, community associations, trade unions, cooperatives, chambers of commerce, political parties, in
short through their whole life and all their activities. The Isaiah Vision is not an attractional invitation; it is a
relational invitation. It is not “works righteousness” but a call to be the hands of Jesus extended. Itisa
call to action as the people of God, not seeking to convince others that Jesus is the only way but to show
them through the Isaiah Vision that Jesus is a way for them to enter into communion with God.

Fung writes simply and clearly. His ideas are extremely evangelical, ecumenical, and practical. His book is
theology at its very best, applying the teachings of Scripture to the Church in the world, and illustrating
that application through brief stories from around the world. He also addresses the question of coopera-
tion with people from different traditions of faith (or even with those who claim to have no faith).

| heartily recommend this to read, reread and think through. Fung issues a call to a “lived out” relationship
with God. Itis a call to authentic evangelism not confrontational evangelism. It is a return to the work of
the church as expressed in the Book of The Acts of the Apostles. This is a must read for anyone interested in
evangelism in the Missional Church.

The Isaiah Vision by Raymond Fung, RISK Book Series, WCC Publications, Geneva, 1993 (It is out of print but
it can still be purchased through Amazon.com used books.)

Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places
Spiritual Theology and Playing with Christ
Thursdays January 24-March 13, 2008
7pmT 9pm, at the Presbytery Center
201 W Ustick Road, Meridian
Instructors: Bruce Swanson, Craig Morton, Gary Waller

5 Using Eugene Peterson’s book, Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places, will be used as
Semin ry our primary text. We explore ideas lifted from the text and our own experiences.
Without Walls Peterson’s text looks at three realms of theological conversation: creation, history,
and community through the lens of the Trinity. “Clearing the Playing Field” clari-

fies spirituality from clutter of “improvised attempts” at being spiritual. With the cleared field, Christ plays.
First looking at creation, as a gift that comes to full expression in Christ’s incarnation. Second, as the view
moves toward history, we learn the “irrefutable documentation....that we need help.” Third, Christ plays in
our midst in community, reminding us that “nothing can be done alone or solely for oneself.”

Through reading, class lecture and assignments, students will engage in developing an understanding of a
spiritual theology and growing in their own ability to lead others in developing a biblical spirituality with
theological depth and consistency. Students will also develop an understanding of key theological terms
and develop a personal theological dossier.

Enrollment is simple:
Email Bruce Swanson at: balaams@xmt3.net , or call 208-466-706175.

Costs:

Classes are: $25 for CLP students and those seeking ministerial licensure. $75 for everyone else and those
seeking continuing education units. Discounts are available for multiple students coming from the same
church or organization.

Seminary Without Walls  serves the church by training lay people for stronger and more in depth leadership roles in the church through
academic, practical, and spiritual development. The Seminary Without Walls serves the mission of the church and not a particular denomi-
nation, these courses are taught from the perspective of the historic creeds of the church.
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The Institute

The Institute for Missional Directions is a non-profit ministry, assisting individuals and communities of faith to
move toward missional transformation by:

e Creating supportive networks for missional development through shared practices

¢ Providing leaders with the opportunity for ongoing education in an ecumenical framework;
and providing formation and education for students seeking to fulfill educational require-
ments leading toward ministry

¢ Providing leaders with opportunities for continued religious education

e Empowering individual and corporate discernment and transformation through assessments,
skill building, and inner healing

e Enhancing the activities and programs of organizations that are in harmony with the pur-
poses of the Institute

e Providing missional direction within and to Western Culture

The Co-Directors

Gary Waller (D.Min) and Craig Morton (M.Div) have been working together for several years. Together they
bring over forty years of pastoral and a variety of other ministry experiences into their consulting and coach-
ing work with churches and leaders. Their work has led them to develop ecumenical understandings as they
have worked with a number of different denominational churches. Gary and Craig are trained in spiritual
transformation and direction, prayer ministry, missional leader-

institute for missional directions ship, congregational discernment, and team building. They have

published articles and books in various areas of congregational
2743 W Wave Ct

Meridian, Idaho 83642 life. Gary brings experience in academia, worship theology and

development, and group theory and practice . Craig has devel-

Craig: 208.631.0150 oped ministries for conflict transformation and congregational
craig@themissionplace.org
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